REMARKS 

Claims 1-21 are pending in the Application. Of those, Claims 5 and 11 were objected to 
due to informalities, Claims 1, 2, 4-8, 10-12, and 17-20 have been rejected under § 102(b) of the 
Patent Statute, and Claims 2, 9, 13-16, and 21 have been rejected under § 103(a) of the Patent 
Statute. By way of this Amendment, Claims 1, 5, 7, 10, 11, 13, 16, 17, and 19 have been 
amended. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 5 and 1 1 have been amended as suggested by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 2, 4-8, 10-12, and 17-20 have been rejected as being anticipated by Frieder, et 
al. (US 2,629,116). Frieder, et al. discloses a personal flotation device with layers of buoyant 
cork material. Dowels pass through the layers to hold them together. The Examiner has stated 
that Frieder, et al. show all of the elements of these claims. 

With regard to Claim 1, Applicants have made amendments reciting that the layers are 
flexible and constructed of foam material. Applicants submit that the Frieder, et al. reference 
with the cork material does not disclose a flexible material nor a foam material. The cork 
material may have some inherent limited flexibility, but not such as is found with foam. 
Applicants have further amended Claim 1 to specify that the stabilizer that passes through the 
aperture is flexible. Further, the stabilizer limits substantial separating of the layers while 
allowing some shifting between the layers. Such is clearly not the case with the Frieder, et al. 
reference. The dowels do not permit shifting as they would have to break allow sheering such to 
occur. Otherwise, the hole that the dowel creates would have to be enlarged, which would then 
destroy the function of the dowels in securing the layers together. 

Claim 7 has been amended in a similar fashion such that the same arguments apply. 
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Claim 1 1 is further patentable over the Frieder, et al. reference as it specifies that the 
front segment is "directly affixed" to one of the covers. The Frieder, et al. reference only 
discloses an indirect connection, at best. 

Claim 17 has been amended to further specify the nature of the "flexible" material as well 
as the "means" for limiting the movement being secured about a portion of the peripheral edges 
of the layers. The Frieder, et al. shows dowels extending through the cork material, not about the 
peripheral edges of the cork layers. 

Claim 19 has been amended to include the flexible nature of the stabilizers and the 
apertures adjacent the peripheral edges. It has also been amended to specify that the stabilizers 
are directly fastened to the cover. As discussed above, this feature is not found in the Frieder, et 
al. reference. 

Claims 2, 4-6, 8, 10-12, 18, and 20 depend from one of the claims above and thus are 
patentable for the same reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 2, 9, and 21 have been rejected under § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frieder, 
et al. et al. in view of Piatt, Jr. (US 4,936,805). These references depend from independent 
claims discussed above, and thus are patentable for the same reasons discussed above. 

Claims 13-16 have been rejected under § 103 as being unpatentable over Frieder, et al. et 
al. The Examiner states that it would have been obvious to devise the recited method steps from 
the disclosure of Frieder, et al. In response, Applicants have amended independent Claim 13 to 
set forth "flexible" buoyant "foam" material. The Applicants have also clarified that a flexible 
stabilizer is looped through the aperture in the layers of buoyant material and around a portion of 
the perimeter edges. This loop securement is not shown or suggested by the Frieder, et al. 
reference. Claims 14-16 depend from Claim 13 and therefore are also patentable for the same 
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reasons. Further, Claim 16 specifies that the stabilizer is connected directly to the covered 
compartment. 

CONCLUSION 

In consideration of the amendments and remarks set forth above, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and allowance of all claims. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Black Lowe & Graham pllc 
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